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With reference to the attached letter dated 


April 4th, 1939, from Mr. R.S. Heaney, Passport and 
Registration Office, H.B.M. Consulate-General, 
requesting a confidential report regarding a firm 
styled the Yen Lays Sales Company, 750-1 Hart Road, 
which is stated to have offered employment to Prizate 
Re Colquhoun, Durham Light Infantry, at a starting 
salary of $300.00 per month, enquiries have revealed 
the following t~ 

The concern in question is named the Yen Lap 
Sales Company, and not the Yen lays Saves Company, 
as stated in Mr. Heamcy's letter, which deals in the 
wholesale and retail sale of the coal produced by 
the Nsperance Coal Mine, Yen Iap, Indo-China. The 
concern, which is registered as a Chinese Company 
with the Chinese Maritime Gustoms, was established in 
April 1938, and for some time occupied @ sales office 
at 9 Kiangse Road. The business of the Company, 
however, did not prove very successful with the result 
that the Kiangse Road Office was vacated and the sales 
office transferred to the residence of Mrs. Wager 
(British), wife of the ex-Sergeant Fager of the S.M.P., 
who is employed as Secretary of the Company, i.e., 
Lane 750, House 1, Hart Ro@de 

The Yen Lap Sales Company was formed by certain 
Chinese executives of the Wing Mao Coal Company, the 


Nee Tai Shing Coal Compnay and the Chung Hwa Bank. 
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It is understood that the Yen Lap Sales Company is 

in possession of considerable stocks of coal which 

it did not succeed in disposing of during the winter 
season 4nd that these stocks are stored in one cf the 
Nee Tai. Shing voal Vompany's yards at 601 Medhurst 
Road. 

Information to hand is tc the effect that Private 
Colquhour. will be expected to take over the duties at 
present performed by Mrs. Kager thus leaving the latter 
greater freedom to undertake more executive duties 
such as visits to Indo-China to effect sales, etc. 

There is some reason to believe that the pro- 
prietors anticipate that the presence of Colquhoun will 
serve to give the impression that the concern is a 
British Comvany and that if may be even possible to 
effect registration as a British company. 

Mrs. Hager is a Murasian who, prior to her 
marriage to ex-Sergeant Eager, was a Portugese citizen. 
It would appear that Colquhoun made his acquaintance 
with the Yen Lap Sales Company through this lady or 
some of her friends. Ex-Sergeant Mager is employed 
in the Bodega Nestaurant, 440 Szechuen Road and 
resides with his wife at 750-1 Hart Road. 
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PASSPORT & REGISTRATION OFFICE, 
BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
P.O. BOX 259, 
SHANGHAI. 


4th April, 1939. 


Dear Georgie, 

Private R. Colquhoun, Durham Light Infantry, 
has been offered employment by a firm who style them- 
selves the Yen Lays Sales Company of 750-1 Hart Road, 
Shanghai. 

‘The terms of employment seem to be somewhat 
attractive as Colquhoun is offered a starting wage of 
$ 300 per month and good prospects,with a guarantee of 
repatriation to the United Kingdom. 

Before anything more is done in the matter, 
may we trouble you for a confidential report regarding 
the alleged firm whose name fails to appear both in the 
Hong list and the telephone directory. 


Yours aye, 


wa, 


ae x. 
G.W. Gilbert, Esq, Isfrt, BW. f Vatins 
Shanghai Municipal Police, 
SHANGHAI. 


